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Poetry Writing Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 April 2020 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Inspired by our Treasures of the British Library display celebrating the 250th anniversary of William 

Wordsworth’s birth, this two-day creative writing masterclass will use his Romantic poetry to inspire 

modern writing about our place in the world. You will see original drafts of Wordsworth’s verse, his 

notebooks, correspondence and more, and use them as starting points for writing exercises with 

tutor, Dr Aviva Dautch. After a day sparking new poems, you will think about the editorial methods 

used by Wordsworth and his contemporaries and polish your drafts in a workshop. 

 

The weekend will conclude with a bookbinding workshop with Shelagh McCarthy, who will 

demonstrate traditional methods from Wordsworth’s time, as well some more modern techniques. 

You will create a pamphlet of your best poems from the weekend to take home. All materials are 

provided. 

 
 

Saturday  

We start with an introduction to each other and to Romantic poetry. We will then explore the new 

Treasures of the British Library display of Wordsworth’s verse, notebooks and correspondence with 

pen and paper in hand. After lunch, we will perform close readings of some of Wordsworth’s poems 

from both contextual and technical perspectives, and use them in a series of writing exercises that will 

develop our craft and encourage creativity. To finish the day, we will create first drafts of one or more 

poems, inspired by themes from his writing that resonate with our own experience.  

 

Sunday  

We begin day two by considering how Wordsworth and his contemporaries edited their work. In a 

group workshop, we will look at our own first drafts and think about different methods we could use 

to polish our writing. After lunch there will be time to redraft your work before a bookbinding 

workshop with Shelagh McCarthy. She will demonstrate traditional methods from Wordsworth’s 

time, as well some more modern techniques. We will finish the day by creating a pamphlet of our 

best poems from the weekend to take home.

 
 

http://www.bl.uk/courses


 

 2 

 

Tutors 

 

This course is led by Dr Aviva Dautch, award-winning poet and academic. Aviva has taught at the 

British Library since 2007. She has an MA (Distinction) in Creative Writing from Goldsmiths College 

and a PhD in Poetry from Royal Holloway, University of London. Her reviews and literary essays are 

widely published and her poetry is the subject of a BBC Radio 4 programme to be broadcast in 

Summer 2020. 

 

The bookbinding session will be led by Shelagh McCarthy. Shelagh is a bookbinder and printmaker 

with a wealth of experience teaching adults with a broad range of abilities. As well as regularly 

contributing to the British Library’s learning programmes, she has designed and led creative 

workshops and courses for various London institutions including Central Saint Martins, the British 

Museum, Battersea Arts Centre and The Guardian Education Centre. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. Enthusiasm and a willingness to experiment will help you get the most from this 

course. For those with substantial writing experience, the course offers you the chance to hone your 

technique and apply your skills in the context of an exploration of Wordsworth’s life and work. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

On Saturday please gather outside the Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre, located in the lower 

ground floor of the British Library, from 10.15am. Tea and coffee will be served on arrival, and the 

course will begin promptly at 10.30am.  

 

On Sunday please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15am to be escorted in the Library by a 

staff member. This is because the Library doesn’t open to the public until 11am. Further instructions 

about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 

Participants will need to make their own arrangements for lunch on both days. 

 
 


